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Preface 





Jack Oleck 
©Joe Simon 


Frankly. . . it pisses me off. 

Jack Oleck is a goddamned LEGEND in the comic book industry that no one’s 
ever heard of. The brother-in-law of Joe Simon, Oleck began scripting comics 
just after World War 2 (where he was a sergeant). The earliest credit I’ve been 
able to locate for Oleck is his scripting of ‘Fraulein Sweetheart’ from 1948’s 
‘Young Romance’ #4. 

Oleck also scripted for E.C. comics in the 50’s, wrote two historical novels 
(‘Messalina’ and ‘Theodora’) and countless DC comics through the 70’s an 80’s. 
I’ve found 66 writing credits for ‘House of Mystery’, 38 writing credits for 
‘House of Secrets’ and 55 script credits for ‘Weird War Tales’. Those are just 
three series. Has Oleck scripted over one thousand comics? Probably. 


Before ‘Marvel Zombies’ and ‘DeadpooT there was Arthur Sudyam. Even at the 
tender age of 8, 1 knew this guy was an amazing artist. His style at the time 
seemed perfectly matched for the backwoods bayou setting of ‘Satan’s Child’. 
More on him later. For now, enjoy! 


Warning: 


The following content contains violence and graphic content. 

The content and characters, including their distinctive likenesses, presented in this document are the copyright of their respective 
owners. The material presented is for the purpose of intellectual discussion and critical commentary only, intended as fair use. All 
opinions expressed are those of the individual author. The purpose of www.besthorrorcomics.com is to establish the best horror comic 
stories ever published by fan commentary and debate with every effort to support the lawful sales of any material presented. 





a callous, SA&tsnc brute 
like burns WON'T deserve -no 
HAVE a SON . so WHEN HE FINALLY 
HA 17 ONE IT WAS NO MORE THAN 
R06TIC JUSTICE THAT r IN A 
STRANGE, BIZARRE SORT OF f 
WAY , IT SHOULD TURN OUT / 
TO BE NOT HlS . BUT „ , / 


'WELL, OLP WITCH ? ' 
I WANT A $CW* WHAT 
WJt-L it COST ME TO 
. HAVE Owe ? J 


'perhaps --WORE THAN YOU 
CAN ?00\-i % CAN 

OlVE YOU WHAT YOU WANT. 1 


WITH 

what 


BiTT WHEN YOU 3AR& 
SATAN , SATAN 0eC10£ 
l YOU MUST PAY 


In THE GREAT. SRIM SWAMPB OF 6EOW3IA , WHERE CUSTOMS AND SUPERSTITIONS 
HAVE NOT CHAt+SGP POP 200 YEARS, IT B6S*N„. j 


TWENTY DOLLARS? TWENTY POLL Aft & ~ 
FOR A FINE, STRONG. SMART <51 RL LIKE 
MY ANNAMARlE? YOU'RE INSANE I W6 , 
X AGREED ON FORTY /A NO * - , — ir"^ 


TOUR DAUGHTER IS A NEAR MALFWfT, 
AMP YOU KNOW. n / AND I'M MARRY I NG- 
her BECAUSE I WANT A SON, NOT 
BECAUSE 1 CARE WHAT SHE LOOKS LIKE/ 


' : 




flAY OFFpK 1^ TWENTY COLLARS 

AND THREE FOR the preacher 

take IT or L£A.VE IT / . 


YOU'RE A HARP AW*. 
JOHN &U RtiSf PUT Y^'RE 
POOR PEOPLE, ALL RkSHT/ 
Yc^J'RE A Ttf/£Fj 0UT 
^ „ WE'LU TAKE IT/ > 





WSE HERE ID TAKE CAKE 
OF rtftE AND TO 0EA« ME A 
SON AND FOR NO OTHER 
REAfiOHf DON'T YOU EVER 
k)ft5rr it / NOW GET TD 
WORKI > 


Even then,swhfle as she 

WAS,AWW^K^ 9UKNS 
MUST HAVE KNOWN WHAT 
HER LIFE W TO BE LIKE 
FfEW THAT DAY OH , rf 


Amp so \i began, 
for ANNAWRIE, that 

MOmtiT MARKED HER 

PERCENT INTO a LlVlNC? 

HELL. BUT FOR BURNS.,/ 


THIS \S YOUR HOUSE? IT— 
lT r S AWFULLY PJtfTYt ISN'T 
IT 7 I'LL SOON HAVE IT >■ 
Clean amp— ^ 

| YOU> 

F 1=0 THAT/ y 





For MONTHS , HE WAS ALMOST CONTENT. 
BUT THAT w A& NOT TO LAST,.. 


IT DOESN'T HAPPEN BECAUSE 
yau’RE A USELESS /AtifTHTt&iV 
OF A WOMAN , NOT A REAL ONE' 

but i'M not beaten yet/ , 


WHY, CURSE YOU 2 IT'S 
BEEN A WHOLE YEAR > 
QTHS/t WCrtYEN HAVE 
BABIES AND All YOU 
CAN DO IS PLAY WITH 
THAT STUPID POL 1 - ! 

WHY 2 , 


i- J ohn, please; 
I-l rtMWTToeiVE 
YOU A son; but IT* 

IT JUST DOESN'T 
. HAPPEN. IT--* 


THERE ARE WAYS TO MAKE THINGS 
HAPPEN ; ANp IF I HAVE TO, I'LL 
USE 'EM l ■ — 


r MAP, AM 1 , OLD > 
HAO ? CO YOU 
THINK I DON'T 
KNOW THAT YOU'RE 
A WITCH ? SO 
YOU'LL DO AS 
v 1 SAY < V 


REFUSE, AND I LL YVRINO 
YtJUR SCRAWNY NECK * 
CALL ON THE DEVIL! DO 
WHAT YOU MUST/ I'LL 
FAY.' BUT HELP ME | Off- 


f ONE PAY I'LL BE 
CfLPS I WON'T BE 
ABLE TO HUNT OR 
.FISH ANYMORE .’ , 


i\\ In any other 

V, PLACE , WHAT 

IV Burns did then 

l', WOULD NOT HAVE 

V BEEN possible. 
Oi But in these 

l : SWAMPS /„ 


AMP WHO'LL LOOK 1 
OUT FOR ME THEN ? j 
YOU 7 NO' ^ — - I 

b- BUT I KNOW 

J A WAY TO MAKE YOU 
OlVE ME WHAT I 

want/ m : "" 


A SON ? e-UT 
HOW CAN I HSLP 
YOU TO HAVE A 
SON 2 YOU 'RE 
■■ //I AD > . 


ALL-ALL RlSHT! VOJ'RE A 1 
FOOL , JOHN BURNS! ONLY j 
POOLS CALL ON THE PEviL f 
BUT IF |T'S A SON YOU VWVAT 
A SON YOU SHALL HAVE ' 


SO HOME ! SEE THAT YtHJR, 
WIFE DRINKS THfS POTrON 
AND YOU'LL HAVE YOUR WAY 


BUT I WANT NO RAY- ^ 
WENT FROM YOU ’ EVEN 
A WITCH CAN R£C06NI2£ 
AN £VfL GREATER 
THAN HER OWN / JBS 




A HULKIN& BRUTE— A©A'NST A 
SLt P OF A &KL. FOR ANNAMARl£ 
THERE WAS HO CHOICE, REALLY 


How BURNS CHUCKLED? AT THAT * WHAT PJP 
HE CARS ASOU T EVIL ? HE KNEW ONLY THAT 
SOON HE WOULD HAVE HIS HEaf?7 r S DESIRE,, 


JOHN , HO ; 
PLEASE DON'T 
MAKE ME -'OH ; 


DRINK IT', BLAST 
iCHJi I'LL- HAVE MY 
SON EVEN IF IT 
MEANS y<OUfc UF£ 


y- YES, JOHN 


MeK. TORMENT WENT 
ON LINT! I 


The potion was vile, n auseat i n& . a n p vet, 

AFTERWARD-, ILL AND TREMSLlNO THOUGH SHE 
WAS, THERE WAS NO REST FOR ANNAMARlE,,, 


k A BABY? YOU'RE 
REALLY OOiNO to have 
A 8A0Y? AT LAST' BUT 
J DIDN'T KNOW'- WHEN 
WILL IT HAPPEN ? WHEN- 


h. 


* soon; x -i Ntp it 
FROM YOU . I -I DIDN'T 
WANT TO TELL YOU 
UNTIL I WAS CERTAIN 
BUT NOW-- 1 KNOWfi 



1-1 THINK VOU'P 
SETTER e&T MY 
MOTHER' I THINK 

IT'S time -- 


r P0 YOU think 

I 1 P TRUST THAT 
rSNORANT OLD 
WOMAN TO ■< 
BRlNO MY SON 
INTO the 
WORLD? NO/ . 





IF YOU WANT ID SCREAM 7' s \ 
30 AH£AC ! BUT I WANT My J S 
SON BORN STRONG A IMP "^-v. 
HEALTHY > SO YOU HOLD OUT 
UNTIL W6 GET TO THE CLINIC' 

— ,• you HEAP s ^ 


WWAT FOP? I SOT 
MY TRAPS TO TEND, 
I'LL BE BACK SOME- 
TIME TOMORROW-- 
AFTSR MV SON 
v IS BORN > 


John burns was a 

MAN WITHOUT HEART 
OP PITY. THERE WAS NO 
NEED 70 MAKS THAT 
LONG, TORTUROUS T«ft 

BUT - . 


YOU'RE LEAVING ? BUT, 
m. BURNS, DON'T YOU 
WANT TO BE HERE 2 
YOUR WIFE A •££&& 

K YOU-- > 











7 —YES , JOHN. 



John BURNS went home. A*jd Soon after 


1- IS IT OVER ? HAVE % HAD 
m 0ABV a 


YES, MRS- BURNS. IT'S ALL OVER. 
YOU HAD A SON, BUT YOU'RE VERY 
WEAK. — - i 


IT’S BEST THAT YOU DON'T 
THINK ABOUT ANYTHIN® BUT 
YOlft?5£LF FOR A WHILE. 
SfcJ SLEEP MOW. 


For a time, annamarie 

SW.IL ED. JOHN BURNS WdULP 
BE SO HAPPY l BUT SLEEP 7 
THE NlflHT WAS LONG, AND 
HER POOR, HURT MIND WAS 
WEAK. 


NO' I- 1. CAN’T SLEEP. ^ 
JOHN WOULD NEVER FOR-1 
OlVF ME. H£ -HE'LL WANT 
TO KNOW ABOUT THE BABY. 

I- I'VE SOT TO FIND IT AND 
BRINS IT TO HIM — J 


NO ONE SAW THE SLIGHT, 
PITIFUL FIGURE THAT 
SLIPPED INTO THE SWAIWP, 
CARRYING ITS PRECIOUS 
LITTLE BUNDLE,,, 




I’VE BROUGHT YOU CJUR 0flSVj 
JOHN .OUR SON. NOW, MAY BE 
WE CAN BE NAPPY* NOW 
MAY6S YOU CAN EVEN i-EAFN 
TO C#/?£ A UTILS ABOUT 
fcfa— MB-- 


CARf "ABOUT XV? I CAN’T STANC? 
THE SIGHT OF YOU, YOU SNIVELLING- 
NOTH/NOf , , ,, H 


r BUT AT LEAST NOW 1 
HAVE A SON i SCWEONE TO 
MANE MY LIFE EASIER- - 


Only john burns ban ,aftbrwakp. but even §»<$*•■ 
THEN . THERE WAS NO TENPERN&&& IN HIM . P®f r ,'; 

FJ:' ,*■ 1 

i - v- 1 ' 


H-HOW DIO YOU GET HERE r WHAT '5 
HAPPSNEP ? 


SOMEONE TO— NO' YOU MQNSTgK / 
YOU DON’T WANT A SON ! YOU WANT 
A SLA V£ ! SOMEONE TO TORTURE, 
THE WAY YOU’VE ToRTURGP M6 » 



ANNA MARIE .' 
COME BACK HERE 
1 WARN you/ 
COME BACK fT J 
. HERE OR- ) ^ 


vSeiL- . 

TRY TO STEAL T 
WY SON, Wru. YOU? 
I'LL TEACH YOU TO 
BAP-MOUTH ME! 


BUT YOU WON'T RUIN MY BABY'S 
LIFE THE WAY YOU'VE RUINED MINE.' 
1 WON’T LET YOU/ — 


■ ™#V CAN'T SfAVE WMl 
yOtniNSYBR HAYS HIM* 




r SHERIFF' WHERE DIP 1 

you cawe from ? 1 -i 

JUST WAN TED TO 5fi£ MV 
SON .' AMO SHE TRIED To RUN 
OFF WIW HIM ' BUT SHE'S ALL 
- RIGHT— 


bukns 


' ALL RIGHT? SHE'S 
<30HE, SLJRNS.' AMD 
IN MY BOOK, IT 
. WAS MURpee' , 


THE CUN 1C CALLED ME WHEN THEV 
FOUND ANNA MARIE MISS I IN*' 1 

FIGURED SHE'D COME HERE, BUT j 

DIDN'T expecr T#/& you'RE y 

( UNDER ARREST ' ^ 


ARREST f BUT — NO/ you FOOL! 
you DON'T UNDERSTAND ! ALL 
I WANTED WAS My SON ' I 
JUST-- j — 


WHY ? MAYBE BECAUSE OF ALL A 
THOSE BEATiN<5$t BURNS J MAYBE 
BECAUSE OF THAT H/LTH YOU 
FORCED HER To DRINK! SHE TOLD 
THE NURSE ALL ABOUT it — A 


YOUR SON, £H? AND YOU CALL 
ME A FOOL ? IF YOU'D HAP THE 
DECENCY TO STAY AT THE CLINIC, 
YOU'D KNOW i YOUR 50N WAS 
SOW pEAF>t 


MY SOW-- DEAD f NO/ YOtf'XE iH/HG’f 
HE CAN'T BE! IF HE IS . THEN WHO '5 
THAT IN HER ARMS * ! -- 


THIS? DON'T YGHJ KNOW , 

BURNS ? SHE WANTED TO 
MAKE YOU HAppy, SO SHE 

Brought you hfr most 

PRECIOUS POSSESSION - 
JSEX. Sd&Y. ^ m 


WHO INDEED ? BURNS SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE 

T<J GUESS THE ANSWER TO THAT. IT 

V WAS TOO BAD THAT HE WASN’T A ; 
— ^ 1 RELIGIOUS MAN, j 


BECAUSE IF H6 HAP 
BEEN. HEMrGHT HAVE 

remembered a -i 

CERTAIN LINE FROM 
T H£ BIBLE A 


OK AT LEAST WHAT T 
SHE thought 
WAS HER BABY. TAK£ 
A loo*! .burns. TAKE 
.A GOOD LOOK^T 
WHAT WU X!ii,EPj 

■ up#? jy 


Ufiy 




Afterword 



(®jl| 

^ C I 

V 1 ^ V \ 

w'm w 


It just wouldn’t be right not to have an deck story in ‘Best Horror 
Comics Ever’. You may disagree. I don’t care. There are 100 other 
stories by deck illustrated by other amazing artists (Wood, Nino, 
Adams, Alcala etc.) that could have been submitted, but I chose this 
one. Is it really scary? Nope. But it was harder hitting than most of 
the stuff in DC comics from 1976. 

What is striking is the art. Sudyam is different from anything else 
out there, even more abstract than Alex Nino. His panel layout (in 
this story) was simple. The usual 5 to 7 panels per page, one 
overlapping panel and a few borderless ones, but nothing 
revolutionary. No, it was Suydam’s style of grotesque that really 
brought it home. His inking is superb as well. 

I encourage everyone to check out Sudyam ’s other early works, 
especially “Christmas Carol”, originally published in the December 
1979 ‘Heavy Metal’ magazine. It certainly deserves a nod too. 









“ Ordinary professionalism and 20 years' experience can accomplish a lot, 
but it can't access the hidden places. ” 

- Jeanette Winterson 


Discussion: 

Check out other submissions at www.besthorrorcomics.com 
Best Horror Comics Blog - http://besthorrorcomics.blogspot.com/ 
We welcome your input. 


Reprinted In: 

Not reprinted as of writing. 



